
Psychology
A Level



What is Psychology?

Psychology is the scientific study of the mind and how it 
dictates and influences our behaviour, from communication 
and memory to thought and emotion.   

It's about understanding what makes people tick and how this 
understanding can help us address many of the problems and 
issues in society today.

(BPS, 2000)



Why choose this subject?
• These qualifications offers an engaging and effective 

introduction to Psychology. 

• Have you ever wondered whether you were born with your 
personality? 

• Whether aggressive behaviour can be eliminated in society? 
• Why we soon forget facts we have memorised for a test? 

These, and many other questions about all aspects of human 
behaviour and experience, are studied by psychologists. 



What skills will I develop?
• Critical analysis 
• Independent thinking 
• Research  

By the end of the A Level you will have knowledge and understanding of psychological 
concepts, theories, research studies, research methods and ethical issues.  

You will be able to analyse, interpret and evaluate psychological concepts, theories, 
research studies and research methods. 

You will be able to evaluate therapies and treatments including in terms of their 
appropriateness and effectiveness.



The specification



What does the course involve?

Flipped learning – pre-reading prior to each lesson

After each lesson – consolidating your knowledge and producing revision notes

Weekly prep – checking knowledge by working on exam questions

Termly tests



Examination structure



What do we expect from candidates?

English – essay writing skills

• Extended questions of 16-marks (max)

• Up to 60% of possible exam marks to be gained 
may come from extended writing

8



What do we expect from candidates?

Maths – mathematical skills

• Around 10% of the overall assessment in psychology 
will be mathematical skills

 
• 25 – 30% research methods

• Therefore around 35 - 40% of the possible marks to be 
gained are probably coming from research 
methods/maths skills



What do we expect from candidates?

Science – Biological Psychology 

• Biopsychology Topic   (1/12 of course)

• Biological explanations for Depression

• Biological explanations for Schizophrenia



With which subjects can it be combined?

• Some overlaps with Biology, Business and PE

• Psychology complements most subjects - Arts, Mathematics, 
Sciences, Humanities etc.



Higher Education and Careers?

Careers directly related to Psychology Graduates



Careers where a psychology degree would 
be useful

• Market Researchers 
• Neuroscientist 
• Psycchotherapist 
• Social Researcher 
• Policy Officer 



Why not try the subject before you start?



Teaching Staff

• Mr Greatorex – Sanderson

• Mr Webber
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